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-- Benjamin Disraeli

A Message From The Owner

“Another year older,
another year dafter” as my
Dad would say. The New
Year seems to have arrived
more quickly than usual.
The downturn in the
economy was the signature
note of last year, but despite
that we made some
progress. We have several
new tours for 2010, and a
new slide presentation is
available which has gone over very well at many
Community Ed locations around the Twin Cities this
past Fall. Classes are being offered again in the
Winter/Spring of 2010 — dates are listed laterhis t
newsletter. Don’t forget that | also provide these
shows to any group with an interest, so round ugr yo
gardening club, church buddies, or family, and take
spin around Britain.

Other new things — we now accept credit card
payments through PayPal, so you can sign up fastou
direct from our website.

And we were recently
accepted as a Better Business
Bureau accredited business
which is a big step forward for
us, and hopefully provides you, our customers with
even more confidence in our ability to provide you
with top-class service.
Hope to see you soon!
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Did You Know...

Most tour companies charge single travelers a
supplement to cover the higher price that manylsote
charge for single rooms. One person | spoke to
recently mentioned that they had seen supplements a
high as a 60% markupWe don'’t think that’s fair to

you, our customers, so we don't care if you're
single, or travelling as a couple, the same chargper
person applies. Now conversely, if you are travelling
as a family and you'd like your children to shamugy
room, we can usually discount the price somewhat fo
the kids. Please contact us to find out more!

Upcoming Community Ed Classes

For the Winter/Spring semester, | will once more be
offering a talk and slide show called “The Four @as

of Britain” at various locations around the Twirti€s.
Details below:

LOCATION DATE/TIME | REGISTRATION
INFO
Edina Wed 2/10/2010 052-848-3950
7-9pm
Hastings Wed 2/17/2010 651-480-7670
6.30-8.30pm
Stillwater Tue 2/23/2010 651-351-8300
7-9pm
Burnsville Wed 3/3/2010 052-707-4110
7-9pm
Baldwin WI Thu 3/4/2010 715-688-6200
6.30-8.30pm
Northfield Thu 3/11/2010 507-664-3649
7-9pm
Mendota Wed 3/17/2010 651-403-8313
Heights 6.30-8.30pm

New Tours for 2010.

We've added several new tours to our line-up fat@0
We've also added a 10-day option to most of the 14-
day trips, for those of you who just can’t bearb®
away from the office for too long!:—
East Anglia While this area is not far from
London, it's not an area frequented by foreign
tourists. Come and see miles of sandy beaches,
quaint seaside towns, windmills, one of the Royal
family’s homes, rural areas reminiscent of all thos
Miss Marple movies, and much more. 14-day and
10-day options.
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Hadrian’s Wall and NE EnglandThis area, north
of the city of Newcastle-upon-Tyne is probably the
least spoiled countryside in England. For those
with an interest in history it's a great place, hwit
many Roman sites, including Hadrian’s Wall and
associated forts. There are also castles such as
Bamburgh and Lindisfarne, stately homes galore
and a local dialect so thick you can cut it with a
knife! This 10-day trip will also spend a day at
one of the best outdoor industrial museums in the
world.
Mississippi MadnessThis one’s a little different,
and supports a cause dear to my heart —
preservation of the Upper Mississippi River valley,
right here in Minnesota. See the article below for
more details.
In addition to these new trips, we are also offgrine
same destinations as in 2009:-

Gardens of SW England

Yorkshire Dales and Moors

Derbyshire and the E. Midlands

North Wales

South Wales

Walking Tour of Derbyshire and Yorkshire

2010 Tour Dates

S Wales & Borders
o April 17
Peak District and the E Midlands
o May$8
Hadrian’s Wall & NE England
o May 26
Gardens of SW England (1)
o June?9
Two-Center Walking Tour
0 June 26
Mississippi Madness
o July17
Yorkshire Dales & Moors
0 August 21
Gardens of SW England (I1)
0 September 8
E Anglia
0 September 25
N Wales & Snowdonia
o October 9

Mississippi Madness.

Here's a little more detail about this new tript's|
different from the others we offer in several regpe
Firstly, it's a trip within the US, not Britain. eégondly,
it's a bit more active, as you'll see.

The Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St Paul are weher
I've made my home for the last 20 years. For thafse
you not from around here, it's a place people galher
pass through, rather than a destination in itskifthat
respect, a trip here shares similarities with oigstto

Britain — it's a bit off the beaten track. Howeyer
there’s more! The focal point of the trip is to
participate in an event called the Mississippi Rive
Challenge. This is a two-day paddle down the
Mississippi River as it runs through the area.s Hh
annual event organized by a local conservation grou
and I've enjoyed participating for the last 6 yeaihe
paddle itself takes two days and covers 44 miles of
river, including passage through three locks. titd

all that strenuous (I know of several 60- and 7@rye
olds who've done it). Each day is around 22 miles,

with lots of rest stops, plenty of food and drinkt the
mid-way point we get to camp overnight in one of th
historic river forts, Fort Snelling, with live musilots
more food and even a couple of beers. Safety pboats
both power and paddle supply support in case of
difficulty or just to take your mind off sore mussl—

Mississippi River - St Paul, MN

they will even give you a lift home if you get tticed!
We will take care of all the gear rental, includiag
canoe or kayak and whatever camping gear you need.
We'll even arrange canoe or kayak lessons befage th
event if you've never used one before.

While this is a fund-raising event, the minimum
donation is built into the trip price, so you dohave

to pester your friends if you don’t want to! Howvesy

if you do your own fundraising and get more thaa th
minimum we’ll refund that to you.

What else will we do? Minneapolis and St Paul aldoun
with museums, and places of historic interest —ahtt

by British standards, but still very intersting. We
show you some of the best, take a Segway toureof th
Minneapolis Mill District and tour the State Capito

St Paul. We will also spend a few days in the piyt

of Duluth on the North Shore of Lake Superior, faiso
for its wide vistas, and beautiful scenery, lightkes,
waterfalls and the birthplace of the MississippveRi

For the shopaholics among you, we are also home to
the Mall of America, the largest shopping mall et
United States.

Accommodation will be in hotels in St Paul and
Duluth, within walking distance of many restaurants
and amenities.
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This trip is open to all — US residents or thosarifr
further afield, so come on, sign up to support eagr
cause, and have a bucketful of fun doing it!

A Visit to Sandringham

Most Americans have heard of Buckingham
Palace and Windsor Castle. These are Royal
residences, but are not actually owned by the
Royal Family. However, one place | visited
recently is different. Nestled in the heart of the
Norfolk countryside, a few miles outside the town
of King’'s Lynn lie the house and gardens of
Sandringham. This estate actually does belong to
the Queen and her family. It was bought in 1862
by Queen Victoria as a home for the Prince of
Wales and his new wife. However, within two
years it was obvious that it was too small for thei
needs and the building was torn down and a new
house built on the site. It's not considered atpre
house by those who rate such things, but it quickly
became a favourite place for the family to
congregate, and it is now traditional for them to
spend New Year’s there, and remain in residence
through February. Unlike the other places |
mentioned, no state functions take place here —
this is where the family comes to “be at home”,
away from many of the pressures of public life. It
is here that they come to relax and unwind. The
local villagers treat them with respect and
deference, but don’t look on them as outsiders,
they are a part of the local community, and take
part in many of the local events. As much as they
can ever be, here they are just “the neighbors”.

| recently spent a day there — as a tourist, n@ as
guest! It was my first visit, and | arrived a few
minutes

Sandringham House

before the visitor center opened. There were very
few people waiting, since it was mid-week, so for
the first hour | pretty much had the grounds to
myself. There was an immediate sense of peace

on passing through the gates. The landscaping is
subdued - a placid lake surrounded by informal
clumps of wildflowers and shrubs, and geese were
wandering about underfoot. Further away from
the house were rough paddocks where | presume
horses were usually kept and ridden. | found that
the visitors were actually brought into the grounds
at the back of the house. As | worked my way
around to the front, | found a little more formglit

to the gardens, but it still had a nice cozy felel.

one area | stood for a few minutes imagining a
butler bringing out a tray of tea and sandwiches to
a little table set in an alcove near a chuckling
fountain, quiet conversation while a young Prince
Harry played with a ball.

The house itself pops in and out of view as you
move around the gardens. As mentioned earlier,
it is not considered an architectural masterpiece,
but it's red bric fagade blends pleasingly with the
surroundings. Inside, the rooms are surprisingly
small and intimate. Furnishings are those used by
the family, and each room has a knowledgeable
guide who is usually a fund of stories about the
family and their times there. What | found
particularly interesting was that while the
furnishings were obviously of good quality, there
was evidence of use here and there — couches with
the varnish worn off, or scratches from the dogs,
and so on.

The stables now contain a very good museum,
displaying some of the family’s possessions, such
as vehicles used on the estate, toys — including a
couple of pedal-cars used by Prince Charles, and
passed on to his sons (again replete with dings and
evidence of hard but loving use!), china and even
stuffed trophies from big game hunting trips, from
before such things became politically incorrect.

Our East Anglia tour visits Sandringham so you
too can come and get about as close to the Royal
Family as most commoners are ever likely to!

Hadrian's Wall

Going a little further back in history, and moving

a little further north, let's spend a little time

around Hadrian’s Wall.

The Romans first arrived on the shores of Britain
in 43 AD. While they rapidly brought peace to

the southern tribes, they continually had trouble
with the Scots. In 122 AD, the emperor Hadrian
decreed that a defensive barrier be built acrass th
narrow neck of land that roughly separated
England from Scotland. Eighty miles long, built

largely of stone, with small stone and timber forts
approximately every mile, it took a mere 6 years
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to build. It remained in operation for the nex030
years, until the departure of the Romans from
Britain in 410AD.

This area of the country is probably the least
“spoiled” that you will find. in Britain. Mile afir
mile of rolling open land interspersed with groves
of trees, criss-crossed with limestone walls, and
grazed by sheep and cattle. The weather here is
wild and wet, and the Romans, to all accounts,
absolutely hated it. They were, remember, from a
temperate Mediterranean climate, used to wearing
togas, military kilts and the like. Here, they wer
subject to cold and damp, and an incessant wind
sweeping across miles of open country. Even in
the middle of summer, the weather was not at all
what they would consider comfortable. Despite
this, or berhaps because of it, several huge forts
were built to supply and support the wall. Several
such sites remain to this day. The most famous is
Housesteads. A half-mile walk from the car park
leads you to the visitor center, located in an old
stone barn. This contains a small museum, gift
shop and a place to buy coffee, tea and ice-cream.
Several dioramas show what the fort would have
looked like in it's heyday. Moving on, you can
then stroll amongst
the ruins of the fort.
Mostly what is left
now, after nearly
1600 years is the
foundation of the
individual buildings,
though some walls
still rise to 4 or 5 feet.

At the back of the fort
you can see the wall
itself, snaking off into
the distance, while all
around are the remains of buildings, and the
hypocausts that kept them warm and dry. The
sheer scale of the place is breathtaking.

A mile or so from Housesteads is the settlement of
Vindolanda. Here you can get an even better idea
of Roman life in occupied Britain. In addition to
the ruins of the original settlement, they havdtbui
replicas of a section of the wall and one of the
mileforts.

To get a better perspective on the wall itselfyelri

a couple of miles west to Steel Rigg, Here the
wall was built to take advantage of the natural
defensive features of the landscape as it runs
alongside a cliff. Walk for a mile or so on the
sheep-cropped turf and you will come across a

sight familiar to any who ever watched Kevin
Costner in “Robin Hood, Prince of Thieves”. In a
dip between two hills called Sycamore Gap, a
tree grows close by the wall, and it was here that
Costner’s character first arrived back in Britain.

There are many other sites in the area to do with
the Roman occupation, but if you get tired of
those, there is always more to do — The homes of
the Armstrong family at Cragside and Bambugh
Castle are incredible, Lindisfarne with it's castle
and priory and fascinating naval history. Alnwick
Castle (pronounced as “Ann-ick”) will be familiar
to anyone who has watched a Harry Potter movie.
It's the basis for Hogwarts School. Interested in
industrial history? Spend a day at the Beamish
Outdoor Museum. Here a whole village has been
created, with houses, shops, pubs, factories and a
coal mine, depicting life in the Northeast between
1825 and 1913.

For those with a need to shop or visit more
museums, Newcastle upon Tyne is a fine city that
has long outgrown its reputation as a place only
for “hard men”.

In Conclusion

There are lots more details on our website,
including links to airlines, currency converters,
weather forecasts and tourist information offices
around the country.

Check us out — we're always adding new content!
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